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M o s t  c o m f o r t a b l e

SMARTWOOL 
M E RI NO 250 
SPORT PATTE RN 
HOODI E

 OUR TAKE We were loathe to 
take off the uber-comfy Merino 
250 Sport even after the day’s 
adventures, often transitioning 
straight into couch mode with it 
still on. Unlike baggier fleeces, 
the lightweight, 100 percent 
merino Sport’s slim, baselayer-
like cut aids moisture manage-
ment, and the merino retains 
its shape during high-intensity 
activities to guard against the 
“slouchy-sweats” that plague 
heavier and looser layers. The 
merino also stays warm when 
wet, which our tester appreci-
ated on breaks during sweaty trail 
runs on low-40s days in Utah’s 
Pine Valley Mountains.
  THE DETAILS DWR-
treated polyester panels on 
the pockets, shoulders, and 
hood warded off drizzles, and 
our tester loved the merino’s 
natural stretch for moving 
fast in the mountains.

 TRAIL CRED “The wind-
blocking poly on the 
hood and torso is rare 
in fleeces, and I loved it 
on breezy days,” said one 
tester after hiking up a 
gusty ridge on the Adiron-
dacks’ Giant Mountain with 

temps in the mid-30s.
$160 (w’s $150); 14 oz. (m’s 

M); m’s S-XXL, w’s XS-XL; 
smartwool.com

M o s t  v e r s a t i l e

OUTDOOR 
RE SEARC H 
SH I FTUP HALF-
Z I P HOODI E

 OUR TAKE The Shiftup 
was one of the first things we 
grabbed heading out the door, 
no matter the conditions. 
One tester wore it while rock 
climbing in the 50s in Red 
Rock Canyon, Nevada, as 
well as peakbagging in 20°F 
conditions on New Hamp-
shire’s Mt. Washington, and 
deemed it perfect for both 

mild and freezing pursuits. 
The secret is in the hexago-
nal-gridded polyester fleece. 
It creates more surface area 
than typical square-gridded 
fleece, allowing better wicking 
as well as trapping more air 
for warmth. “It kept me just the 
right amount of warm, but dealt 
with the sweaty effects of the slog 
significantly better than other 
fleeces I’ve used,” he said after 
summiting Mt. Washington.  

 THE DETAILS The zipper runs 
so smoothly our tester could 
operate it one-handed, even while 
running. Tradeoff: The Shiftup 
is a little bulky in your pack, but 
there aren’t too many winter situ-
ations where we’d opt to take it 
off and carry it.

 TRAIL CRED “The Shiftup’s 
stretch is excellent,” one tester 
reports. “The 5 percent spandex 
content meant it moved with my 
body everywhere from skinning 
early-morning laps at the local 
ski resort to sending pitches in 
the desert.” 
$120; 1 lb. 2 oz. (m’s L); m’s S-XXL, 
w’s XS-XL; outdoorresearch.com
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W a r m e s t

MONTAN E WOLF 
HOODI E

 OUR TAKE The next best thing to 
snuggling with a (friendly) polar 

bear? The Wolf Hoodie and its 
fuzzy interior. Polartec High Loft 
makes up the bulk of this fleece, 
and it kept us toasty when 
the mercury plummeted. 
Our tester was comfortable 
wearing the Wolf over just 
a light baselayer on bone-
chilling 15°F climbs in New 
Hampshire’s White Moun-

tains (high winds cut right 
through it, though). Draw-

back: The Wolf starts smelling 
a little too animal-like after just a 

few wears.
 THE DETAILS Our tester lauded 

the thin Polartec Power Grid panels 
on the sides and forearms, which 
allow moisture to escape during 
high-activity use. “I wore the Wolf 
while trout fishing in Maine on a 
sunny day in the upper 40s,” she 
says. “The forearms dried really 
fast after they got wet when I was 
handling a fish, and I never got too 
sweaty on the approach.” She also 
appreciated the snug-yet-stretchy 
hood and microfleece chin guard.

 TRAIL CRED “The Wolf handled 
Katahdin’s nasty winter weather 
with ease,” our tester says. “Even in 
the freezing fog above treeline, it 
never matted down, and it stayed 
extremely warm.”
$180; 15 oz. (m’s M); m’s S-XXL, 
w’s 6-14; montane.co.uk

M o s t  b r e a t h a b l e

TH E NORTH FAC E 
SUM M IT L2 
FUSE FORM GRI D 
FLE EC E 1/4 Z I P 
HOODI E

 OUR TAKE The L2 FuseForm’s 
close fit, low weight, and best-
in-test breathability let us focus 
on moving forward when chilly 
alpine starts turned into tough, 
sun-drenched ascents. The North 
Face’s FuseForm tech places 
lower-pile Polartec Power Grid 
in the upper torso, where you can 
overheat; sections of higher-pile 
fleece everywhere else are then 
joined with it in a seamless con-
struction, which reduces weight. 
“Over a midweight baselayer it 
was all the insulation I needed 
starting out in the teens, but once 
I took off my shell, even light 
breezes kept me from overheat-
ing,” said one tester after a sunny, 
mid-30s ski tour in Alaska’s 
Chugach Range. 

 THE DETAILS Polartec Hard-
face on the exterior helps addi-
tional layers slide on and off 
smoothly and resists damage 
from heavy packs and skis. 
Bonus: Thumb loops are comfy 
even under gloves. 

 TRAIL CRED “After a 
sweaty climb, a light breeze 
dried the L2 FuseForm 
quickly, warding off chills 
so I could enjoy the views of 
Prince William Sound,” our 
Alaska tester reports.
$200; 14.1 oz. (m’s M); 
m’s S-XL, w’s XS-L; 
thenorthface.com
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